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American Civil War
	The American civil war was fought between 1861 and 1865 showed that the Northern and the Southern parts of the United States (US) were developing among different social and economic lines. The southern regions had an economy based on agriculture while the northern parts of the country were more industrialized. There were glaring disparities in the cultural and political ideologies of persons within the two factions. Consequently, tensions between northern and southern America escalated due to disagreements on tariffs, taxes, and internal enhancements. The paper provides an explanatory framework of the causes, events, and the consequences of the American civil by giving insight into the differences between the north and south.
	The war emerged due to various reasons such as slavery and agitation for states’ rights. The union was disintegrated due to differential ideologies over the future of slavery; consequently, the southern states threatened to secede. War erupted among the southern states and the northern as well as the western states that fought to protect the union. The southern states agitated for their independence and establishment of a new confederation state (History Net, n. d). The south was characterized by slaves working on large plantations. The slaves could be traded by their masters to pay their debts. Owning slaves in the south was a form of prestige and the southerners were unwilling to abolish slavery as their northern counterparts. Besides, there were struggles between federal states and individual ones for political superiority. In this regard, there was a debate about whether the federal government had the right to control or ban slavery within individual states. Consequently, the debate widened the growing gap in America.
Dred Scott decision is an event that raised eyebrows in the US when the case ended up in the Supreme Court in 1857. Dred Scott was a slave who tried to gain citizenship via the American judicial system. The court made a ruling that no person of African descent should become an American citizen. The decision also overturned the Missouri Compromise of 1820 that confined slavery to some of the American states (History Net, n. d). 
Secondly, the Abolitionist movement 1830s was an event that advocated for slavery to be abolished completely in the US. The movement was influential and claimed that they obeyed a higher law rather than obedience to constitutional laws. They agitated that fugitives in one states should be considered an offender in all the American states. As a result, the Fugitive Act was enacted alongside Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin’s publication helped the abolitionist efforts countrywide. The Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin’s publication was a novel that propagated anti-slavery message (History Net, n. d). In 1851, the article was published in an anti-slavery newspaper and subsequently compiled into a book. The book became a worldwide bestseller since it gave insight into the evils associated with slavery; consequently, it created an anti-slavery wave.
‘Thirdly, the Missouri compromise emerged as territories acquired from the US-Mexican war of between 1846 and 1848 aided the anti-slavery calls. The abolitionists wanted slavery to be banned in all the territories in line with the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 that did the same to the states of Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Illinois (History Net, n. d). The tension between the proponents and opponents of slavery became rampant in the new territories. Besides, some abolitionists helped evacuate slaves using underground railroads and the efforts to retrieve the escapees were met with immense violence. The slaveholding states were required by the northerners to enforce the entire constitution. Lastly, the raid on Harper’s ferry in 1859 by John Brown aimed at seizing a federal arsenal in Virginia (History Net, n. d). The attempt aimed at arming Brown’s followers as well as other anti-slavery movements. Brown was charged with treason and hanged’ consequently, the Northerners were infuriated with the phenomenon and the Southerners believed that the latter were prepared to wage a war on them. 
The American civil war impacted significantly on the social, economic, and political structures of the US. The war led to the freeing of over four million Africans under slavery. The freed slaves had increased participation in the government were able to acquire lands to practice agriculture. The war led to the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments of the Constitution. The 13th amendment stipulated that slavery be abolished completely in the US. The 14th amendment required that all individuals born or naturalized in the US should be American citizens. The 15th amendment prohibited the US government from denying persons from voting based on the color on their skin. Besides, Abraham Lincoln articulated that slavery was unacceptable and he was aware that the Constitution protected pro-slavery states. He declared the emancipation proclamation in 1863 that led to slaves being freed in all American states in a bid to prevent secession efforts (Arun, 2018). 
Also, Virginia was divided in 1861 after signing the Ordinance of Secession and subsequently President Lincoln approving the formation of West Virginia (Arun, 2018). Consequently, it became the only state that was formed from a Confederate state. Notably, many persons lost their lives during the war. Statistical data shows that approximately 800,000 persons lost their lives in the Battles of Gettysburg, and Chickamauga (Arun, 2018).  Besides, the war led to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln in 1865 by John Wilkes Booth who perceived him as a tyrant (Arun, 2018). Lincoln was killed during the Laura Keene’s performance that he attended; consequently, throwing the government in disarray. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the American civil war was as a result of the division between the Northerners and the Southerners. The war erupted due to differential slavery ideologies between the two factions. There were also clashes between the federal government and individual territories over political authority. The war was characterized by the Abolitionist Movement, the Missouri Compromise, The Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin’s publication, Dred Scott Decision, the death of Abraham Lincoln, and the raid on Harper’s ferry. Conclusively, the war led to freeing of slaves, the division of Virginia, and loss of lives.
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